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@BCcattle      

BC Cattlemen's Association 

Official voice of BC cattle producers  

since 1929 

BCCA ...working for you. 

 

After years of advocacy, BCCA is delivering the  

Livestock Protection Program (LPP) funded by the BC Ministry of 

Agriculture, with a contribution from the BC Cattlemen’s. LPP has now 

completed two full years of operation and received very positive 

evaluations.  As of March 21, 2018, the program has 738 verifications for 

livestock that were killed, injured or harassed. The program has mitigated 

596 predators. To report a predator loss call:  1-844-852-5788 

www.cattlemen.bc.ca/LPP.htm 

@Behind the Beef BCCattle 

The Farmland Riparian Interface Stewardship Program (FRISP) 

continues to build environmental stewardship in the agriculture sector. 

One of the key projects this past year was the design of the Climate 

Adaption tool for assessing farm water needs and requirements. 

Funding partnerships through the Pacific Salmon Foundation, Climate 

Adaption Program, First Nations groups, Regional Governments and 

private landowners has maintained FRISP’s ability to work on solutions 

recognizing the rancher’s perspective. 

The Species at Risk—Partnership on  

Agricultural Lands Program works with cattle producers to implement Best 

Management Practices and projects that will assist in protecting habitat for 

the Yellow Breasted Chat and Lewis’s Woodpecker. 

The pilot program has funding to operate until March 31, 2019 and is 

available in areas where critical habitat exists.  

To date, SAPRAL has completed 3 projects in 2017 and has 5 under way. 

To learn more about SARPAL visit www.cattlemen.bc.ca/SARPAL.htm 

if you’re interested in the program you can get in touch with coordinator Bob 

France at SARPAL@cattlemen.bc.ca. 

The Provincial Highway & Railway Livestock Fencing Program began 

accepting applicants in 2010, with first construction breaking ground in 2011.  

To date, the program has been successful in completing 832 km of highway 

fencing and 18 km of railway fencing.  The Highway Fencing program has 

been extended to support the need for livestock fencing and the safety of the 

motorized public. 

During the 2017 wildfires, nearly 100 km of Highway fencing was destroyed. 

BCCA is thankful to the dedicated contractors who went above the call of 

duty working long hours in tough, dirty conditions. The spring of 2018 saw 

additional kilometers of burned fence in lower risk areas completed. 

Apply for the 2019 construction season until September 30, 2018. 

Applications are available at www.cattlemen.bc.ca/fencing-

application.htm 

In effort to connect directly with membership, BCCA has developed a town 

hall model, that sees that BCCA Directors travel to different areas of the 

province to connect with members. To date BCCA has held town halls in 

Cranbrook (‘17), Vanderhoof (‘18) and Vernon, planned for ‘19. 

In October, BCCA hosted it’s second annual town hall, which was a great 

success. This year the Board of Directors and staff headed to Vanderhoof 

and started the event off with a local ag tour. The group toured various 

operations such as a woodlot, intensive grazing area, commercial hay 

producer, a feedlot and alfalfa fields that suffered winter kill. After touring 

the area and learning about the unique challenges faced by Vanderhoof 

area ranchers, the Directors and staff headed to the town hall. Various 

presentations were made at the 

town hall including a presentation 

from the Nechako Valley 

Cattlemen’s Association, BCCA’s 

General Manager, Kevin Boon, 

and a question and answer period 

fielded by BCCA Board of 

Directors. Overall the town hall 

and field tour were a great 

success and we look forward to 

future town halls across the province. 

 

In light of the devastating wildfires in 2017, BC Cattlemen's and AgSafe 
BC created an Emergency Management Workshop series that traveled 
to 12 towns across the province over eight weeks. The workshops were 
kindly sponsored by Imperial Oil and Horse Council of BC. 
For anyone who missed the workshops or would like a refresher, 
documents summarize the teachings of the workshops and include a 
fillable PDF emergency plan for your ranch or farm, that was created 
by BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative. Can be found on our 
website at www.cattlemen.bc.ca/producerinformation.htm 

Photo credit: Robyn Mumford 

The sixth successful BC Beef Day event was held on May 16, 2018 following a one-year 
hiatus.  With a new government in place, BC Beef Day took on a renewed importance for 
the cattle industry in BC.  Approximately 15 representatives from across the BC beef 
value chain attended with event, including those from BC Cattlemen’s, BC Breeder & 
Feeder Association, BC Association of Cattle Feeders and the BC Association of 
Abattoirs.  
BC Cattlemen’s Association met with a number of Ministers and government staff, 
including Ministries of Agriculture; Environment & Climate Change; Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development; Transportation & Infrastructure, as 
well as a large contingent of the Liberal caucus.   
The traditional noon-hour beef barbecue on the back lawns of the Legislature had nearly 

500 people in attendance.  Beef for the barbecue was provided by Meadow Valley Meats 

and prepared by the House of Q.   



BCCA is 

pleased to 

establish the Cattlemen’s Martin Riedemann Society, a 

new charity to support educational awards and research 

important to the cattle industry in B.C. Martin Riedemann 

was BCCA’s Vice President when he died in 1975; at the 

time, BCCA established a bursary in his name. 

Establishing the charity was initiated in 2015 following a  

generous donation from Martin Riedemann’s sisters in 

honour and memory of him. Other donations are also 

invited to the fund. To apply for bursary awards, visit 

www.cattlemen.bc.ca/bursarygrant.htm 

The national and provincial check-off 

increases were delayed until July 1, 2018 in 

BC due to the 2017 forest fires. As of July 1, 

2018 the check-off was set to $5.00 per head 

($2.50 to National and $2.50 to Provincial) to 

support the goals of the National Beef 

Strategy. The increased collection is on sale 

or slaughter of cattle in BC.  

 

AgSafe 

BC Agriculture Council 

Beef Cattle Research Council 

Canada Beef 

Canadian Cattlemen’s Association 

Canadian Cattle Identification Agency 

Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef 

Cattle Industry Development Council 

Horn Levy Fund 

Livestock Protection Advisory Committee 

Martin Riedemann Society 

Ownership Identification Inc. 

VBP+ 

BCCA membership includes  

representation with all these  

organizations,  

advocating FOR YOU! 

In July of 2017, the Government of Canada 

initiated a consultation with Canadians on 

three tax practices construed as being 

“used to gain unfair tax advantages.” After 

thoughtful research, the Adhoc Tax 

Committee worked to create a letter of 

recommendation on the Federal Tax 

Proposal changes, that was then 

submitted to the Minister of Finance and 

the Tax Policy Branch of the Department 

of Finance Canada. This letter of 

recommendation, as well as the Canadian 

Cattlemen’s letter influenced the Minister 

of Finance to reconsider the proposed 

changes. 

2017 saw an unprecedented wildfire season in BC, as over 

1,300 fires burned more than 1.2 million hectares across the 

province from April to November. On July 7, the Province 

declared it’s longest state of emergency, which lasted 10 

weeks. BCCA worked diligently with Regional Districts, and 

implemented a Rancher Liaison in the Cariboo Regional 

District, to assist ranchers with access permits so that they 

could move cattle to safe ground, finish haying to maximize on 

available feed and minimize fuel loads, as well as assist fire 

personnel and regional governments with updates on the fire 

progression. Unfortunately there was some livestock fatalities 

and infrastructure destroyed, however no human lives were 

lost.  As a call to action, BCCA created an Adhoc Wildfire 

Committee.  BCCA advocated with government to implement 

AgriRecovery as well as submitted a detailed discussion paper 

to both government and the independent review submitted by 

Abbott and Chapman. 

The Water Sub-Committee continued to champion water 

security throughout 2017, that would protect existing rights 

and provide water security for agriculture. Over the year, the 

Committee wrote and submitted numerous letters to govern-

ment on topics ranging from improvement of groundwater 

licensing, requesting the implementation of the Ranching Task 

Force recommendation on water, and requesting the comple-

tion and implementation of the Livestock Water Regulation.  

BCCA continued to offer Water Workshops, while partnering 

with the regional municipalities and provincial staff to assist 

ranchers and farmers in completing their groundwater licence 

applications. 

The Minister of Agriculture tasked the Minister’s Advisory 

Committee with providing the Province with strategic advise on 

the Revitalization of the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) and the 

Agricultural Land Commission (ALC). The Advisory Committee 

opened discussion with both stakeholders and the public on both 

the ALR and ALC. 

As part of the discussions with the Advisory Committee, the ALR 

Sub-Committee was tasked with submitting recommendations to 

the ALC that encompassed all three aspects of viable land in the 

ALR—protection of the land, protection of the water and 

protection of the rancher who manages the land. The Committee 

continues to work with the ALC on future recommendations. 

Over the course of 2017, the Environmental Stewardship Committee has been 

advocating for effective wildlife management that will help to restore balance, increase 

forage on Crown land, reduce damage caused by wildlife and expand damage 

programs. As part of effective management, the government sought public 

consultation on the provincial wildlife strategy. The Environment Committee submitted 

a letter of recommendation detailing the position BCCA holds for wildlife management 

in hopes for amendments to current practices. 

In 2013, the Ranching Task Force initiated the BCCA Value Chain 

Market Analysis and Strategy Development Report that clearly 

demonstrated consumer willingness to pay more for differentiated 

beef products, particularly beef products identified as produced in 

BC.  

In 2015 the Ministers Agriculture Advisory Committee funded a 

study—The Viability Initiative: Federally Inspected Beef Packing 

Plant in BC—to explore the opportunity for a federal plant and in 

2016 the Ministry of Agriculture felt that the study warranted a 

business plan that incorporated the findings from the reports and 

the business plan was completed in May of 2017.  

In May of 2018, the Minister of Agriculture approved the 

development of a commercialization strategy to further explore 

the opportunity to develop a federally inspected beef packing 

plant and agreed to invest in the strategy. 

The project has spanned over 6 years and across two 

governments, and is currently being presented to the steering 

committee made up of beef producers and industry experts to 

determine if and how to bring the packing plant to life. 

 

Since 2013, the Land Stewardship 

Committee has been working to 

create a provincial wide, Crown 

land forage advantage strategy that 

prioritizes forage resources on 

Crown land. This past year, the 

Committee has created a Forage 

Advantage submission that outlines 

and promotes the benefits derived 

from a healthy, continuous forage 

supply growing on BC’s land base. 


