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June 2, 2021 

STATEMENT:   Cattlemen Raise Concerns About Groundwater Licensing  
and Recommend a 6-point Action Plan to the Ministers 

 
Today, the BC Cattlemen’s Association calls upon the Province to streamline the process for obtaining a 
groundwater licence.   
 
With only nine months left before the deadline to register historic use expires, ranchers and other 
agricultural users are concerned that the process needs to be fixed immediately to offer any real help.  
 
The Association has outlined a 6-point to action plan for improving the process for existing groundwater 
users.  In the letter to the Province, BCCA President Renee Ardill says, “It is undeniable that the 
provincial roll out of groundwater licensing has been fraught with challenges. We believe one of the 
largest problems is the numerous times producers have tried to apply and have become discouraged 
with the process.”    
 
The Association outlined their 6-point action plan in a letter sent earlier this week to Honourable Lana 
Popham Minister of Agriculture, Food & Fisheries, Honourable Katrine Conroy Minister of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development and Honourable George Heyman, Minister of 
Environment & Climate Change Strategy.   
 
An excerpt from the letter to the Ministers states, “The BC Cattlemen’s Association recommends a 6-
point action plan for the Province to remove barriers for existing groundwater users: 

1. Simplify the application  
2. Assist producers with filling out applications.  
3. Extend the deadline so keep the livestock regulation and existing groundwater use are in sync. 
4. Streamline the review and approval process - at least for historical use. 
5. Prioritize applications for food/livestock production.  
6. Expedite applications for existing users and activities with a seasonal work window.  

 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food & Fisheries (MAFF) staff have good relationships and trust within the 
agricultural community. BC Cattlemen’s Association recommends that the Province have MAFF staff 
assist producers with completing applications and liaising with water authorization staff to ensure the 
licensing process goes smoothly.  
 
The BC Cattlemen’s Association would like to see every rancher who wants a water licence be able to 
successfully obtain one.” 
 
To read the full text of the Association’s letter to the Ministers, click here.  
 
CONTACT: 
Kevin Boon, General Manager     Ph:  250-573-3611    Email:  bccattle@cattlemen.bc.ca  

https://cattlemen.bc.ca/docs/Ltr_GW_CallsToAction.pdf
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