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ARTICLE         

Likely, you are wondering “What 
is Technology Transfer?” Many 
of you will have participated in 
extension activities like on-the-

days to learn about new research and ideas to 
improve your ranch operations.  Technology 
transfer or knowledge transfer is a new term 
for extension programs. The idea behind 
technology transfer is to “transfer” or deliver 
knowledge and research 
to the end user.  In our 
case, the end users are 
cattle producers across the 
province. In modernizing 
the term from extension 
to technology transfer, 
we are also looking at 
introducing new ways 
to get information to 
producers beyond the 
traditional in-person 
events by using technology 
like webinars or blogs.  
The actual technology 
delivery methods used 

the project development. 

THE PROJECT
The Beef Industry 
Technology Transfer 
System project is a two-
year project that will 
identify key research that producers and 
other industry stakeholders  want to learn 
more about and several means to “transfer” 
or deliver that information.  The project will 
interface traditional delivery mechanisms 

with innovative technologies as learning tools, 
like webinars, videos and blogs, in an effort to 
reach as many beef industry stakeholders as 
possible across the province. Another aspect 
to the project is the opportunity to provide 
technology training to producers to help build 
competency, familiarity and comfort with a 
variety of delivery mechanisms necessary for 

the transfer of information. 
Through the project, we will identify 

three technology transfer/extension topics 
to present to producers using traditional 
in-person events, and will pilot various 
technology-based delivery mechanisms to 
facilitate a more widespread dissemination 
of information across the province.

This project will help to improve the 
sustainability and competitiveness of 

B.C.’s beef industry.  We 
hope that the template 
for technology transfer 
developed through 
this program can serve 
as a model for other 
commodity groups 
to adopt technology 
transfer relevant to their 
sector.

GETTING STARTED
On July 29, the Beef 
Industry Technology 
Transfer Project got 
underway with the 

project Advisory 
Committee.  Eighteen 
industry stakeholders 
representing a wide 
range of industry 
associations tackled 
identifying topics for 

technology transfer and brainstorming 
innovative ways of sharing the topics 
using technology. Seven topics were 

topics to be delivered through the 
project: Forage, People Development 
(Business Management, Time 
Management) Commodity vs. 
Branded Beef Programs, Land 
Access, Traceability and Data 
Management, Carbon Sequestration/
Water Management/Ecological 
Goods & Services, and Wildlife. 

NEXT STEPS  
We need your input! 
A Technology Transfer 
Survey is included as an 
insert with this copy of 
Beef in BC.  The goal of 
the survey will be to further 
identify technology transfer 
topics to be delivered, 
identify methods of delivery 
using technology, get a 
baseline idea of producer’s 
comfort and familiarity 
with technology, and 
identify what barriers exist 
to accessing information 
through technology. The 
survey can also be found 
on the BCCA website at  
www.cattlemen.bc.ca 

THE MAIN OBJECTIVES 
OF THIS PROJECT ARE:
1. Encourage adoption of relevant new 

technologies and research, and
2. 

transfer delivery methods and 
evaluate their effectiveness in 
reaching out to beef industry 
stakeholders in a manner that caters 
to various individuals’ learning 
methods. 

Through the development of an 
effective and innovative delivery 
system for technology transfer, we 
hope to:  
1. Provide B.C.’s cattle producers with 

access to up-to-date information 
on relevant research to improve 
production management practices in 
their ranch operations;

2. Encourage producers to adopt 
outcomes of relevant beef cattle 
research in their own ranch 
operations;

3. Provide producers with a variety of 
mechanisms, including innovative 
technology to access relevant 
industry information, and

4. Evaluate the effectiveness of new 
delivery systems and their economic 
feasibility.

transfer system for B.C.’s beef cattle 
industry include:
1. Providing producers and industry 

stakeholders with a variety of 
mechanisms to access up-to-date 
and relevant beef cattle research 
province-wide

2. Connecting, collaborating and 
communicating with colleagues 
across the province on how to utilize 

production practices
3. Contributing to the ability of 

B.C.’s beef industry to remain 
competitive nationally and globally 
by encouraging adoption of new 
practices

Technology Transfer Pilot Project Underway


