
VOL. 25  I   NO. 7 MAY 2011

Price $3.50



GENERAL INTEREST | Targeted Grazing

48 | May / June 2011  www.beefinbc.ca

T
 !"#$%%"&'()*+,-*./".0"12..3".0"- !"4,567"+./+)'8!8"

that feeding steamed vegetables to heifers provided 

higher weight gain than raw vegetables. As you sit 
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the last 150 years. 

What we consider the best diet for our herds has become 

very limited as we hear time and time again, many plants 

are unpalatable. The focus on eliminating those unpalatable 
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that your efforts are not in vain. However, it is important to note, 

that many weeds can actually provide the necessary nutrition 
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A study done in an arid climate concluded that a diet of 
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weeds, provided a weight gain of 2.2 - 3 pounds per day. 

The protein provided from these plants ranged from 11-21% 

proteins. This was all at a time of year when the grass was only 
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“We should expand our minds, and the minds of our cattle, 
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forage, we can reduce labour and material costs, increase 

weight gain for our cattle, and add more money to our wallets” 

Kathy Voth

We hear it all the time that weeds reduce the amount of 

forage available. Today, the average pasture is made up of 38% 

weeds. If those plants are grazed, it could increase the days in 
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 GRAZING
TARGETED

INCREASE LIVE-WEIGHT BY FEEDING STEAMED VEGETABLES!
Story and photos by Trish McKinney, Coordinator -- Cariboo Chilcotin Coast Invasive Plant Committee

“We should expand our minds, and 
the minds of our cattle, and simply 
consider them forage. By thinking of 
weeds as forage, we can reduce labour 
and material costs, increase weight gain 
for our cattle, and add more money to 
our wallets” 
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WINDSOR

PICKSEED

WANTED:   

CALVES FOR THE FALL OF 2011 FOR FEEDLOT PLACEMENT

What would an increase in forage by 

43% mean to you?
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your herd can turn weeds into forage visit 
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Kathy Voth will be bringing her expertise 

and training program to the Cariboo. 

Voth will explain her research and 

answer any questions you may have about 

training your herd. The program focuses 

on using a handful of cows (typically 

replacement heifers) and teaching them 
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After approximately 10 days and 10 hours 

of your time, the cows can rejoin the herd. 

The small, trained group will start eating 

the weeds and in-turn teach the remainder 

of the herd to target the new forage plant.

Do you have a weed (or two or three 
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Invasive Plant Committee and the Cariboo 

D!=*./,)" P*9-5*+-" <.')8" )*3!" -." */>*-!"

:.'" -." - !" 9!6*/,5" */"I*))*,69" O,3!" ./"

Q'='9-"#R;"ES##@"?.",--!/8;"&)!,9!"L))".'-"

a registration form found on the BCCA 

website or call Trish at 250-392-1400.

It’s not a miracle, you have seen it 

before. When all the pig-weed in your 

corrals disappears after the cows have 
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it’s got to be true.


